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replace, 42 times repealing. Where’s the 
replace? 

What are you going to do about peo-
ple who have preexisting conditions? 

What are you going to do about kids 
between 18 and 26 who are on their par-
ents’ policies? 

What are you going to do about 
childhood disabilities who can get in-
surance now? 

What are you going to do about the 
50 million uninsured people in this 
country? 

Where’s the replace? 
Repeal, repeal, repeal. And now 

you’re going to append a whole other 
list of demands onto this. Not political. 
Of course not. Not political at all. 

You lost the Presidential election. 
You lost the Senate elections. You lost 
the popular vote for the House; but be-
cause of your gerrymandering, you’re 
still in charge. 

You do not represent a majority 
opinion in the United States of Amer-
ica on these issues. Don’t do irrev-
ocable harm to our government, our 
country, our future to get your polit-
ical demands met unilaterally. 

f 

THE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, thank you to all my col-
leagues who’ve been trying to work 
hard to do what we came here to do, 
which is to govern. It’s a disappoint-
ment to me that we’re in a situation 
like this where government will begin 
to shut down. 
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That’s not good for America, that’s 
not good for our districts, and that’s 
not good for the hardworking tax-
payers of this country. 

But I got to see politics at its worst 
over the last few days. We put forth a 
solution to stop a government shut-
down. We asked for some simple cor-
rections, simple changes to a law that 
many in this country—an over-
whelming majority—say is going to be 
a train wreck. Even Democrats in the 
Senate say this law, as it is imple-
mented, is going to be a train wreck. 

Why did we do it now? Because today 
is the day that the ObamaCare ex-
changes open. Our opportunity to fix 
the problems that even many on the 
other side of the aisle see may have 
ended today. That’s why we sent a bill 
that said defund ObamaCare, like many 
Americans want, but avoid a govern-
ment shutdown. 

The Senate said: We’re not going to 
talk. We don’t want to listen. So we 
said: Let’s just delay it for a year, just 
like the President has delayed it for 
Big Business and many of his political 
allies. The Senate again said: No, we 
don’t want to hear from you. We don’t 
want to talk. And we said: Let’s just 
delay the individual mandate, because 

the President and his political allies 
don’t have to follow the law that was 
passed long before I got here. Again, 
the Senate said no. 

And what pains me the most as a 
brand-new Member of Congress is when 
we asked the Senate last night to keep 
the government open but get rid of 
their own special congressional perk— 
an exemption in their own health care 
plan—they again said no. 

That no was a thumb right at the 
American people. That no cut right 
through the fabric of our communities 
in this country when the Senate said 
they deserve a special perk more than 
anyone else in America. That’s shame-
ful. 

That’s why we’re here today. We’ve 
put forth the plans to keep government 
running. And I believe we are going to 
continue to do that on our side of the 
aisle. It’s time for the American people 
to demand governing, not just out of 
our side of the aisle, but out of both 
sides of the aisle. We need to demand 
leadership out of this administration. 
We need to demand leadership from the 
Democrat-controlled Senate. 

What this has become is politics. It’s 
become a blame game. Who’s going to 
be blamed for this government shut-
down? I guarantee both sides are going 
to be polling on this issue to determine 
who’s going to get an advantage. 

Politics should not determine policy 
in this institution. Politics should not 
come before governing in this institu-
tion. And I think the American people 
should demand action from everyone, 
and they should demand it now. 

f 

A WONDERFUL DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, my 
father used to get up in the morning 
and say: 

Today is the day which the Lord hath 
made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

It’s a verse from the Book of Psalms. 
This is a day I think we can be posi-

tive about. All we’re hearing is nega-
tive stuff and bad stuff, but let’s talk 
about the good things. 

Today is the first day in our country 
that you have the ability to apply for 
health insurance. No matter what your 
status is, you can go down to the ex-
change and ask for a quote and buy an 
insurance policy, no matter what your 
condition is. No matter your employer, 
no matter what illnesses you have in 
your family, no matter what, you can 
have insurance. That brings the United 
States up to the level of every other 
country in the industrialized world. 
For the first time, we have joined the 
countries that take care of the health 
security of their people. But it’s very 
clear it’s going to be uneven across this 
country. 

I come from the West Coast. We call 
it the ‘‘Left Coast.’’ Washington, Or-
egon, and California are up and run-

ning. They have been planning for 3 
months how they’re going to get out 
and get everybody enrolled. The State 
of Washington’s goal is something like 
70 percent in the first 6 months for 
those people who don’t have insurance. 
We’re serious about making this thing 
work. The Governor of Kentucky has 
just said almost the same thing. 

There are spots across this country 
where you are going to see this law 
take effect, and people, for the first 
time in their life, can relax and know 
that they won’t be bankrupted by an 
illness or injury or be able to say: I’m 
sorry, we can’t do for you whatever is 
necessary for you or some member of 
your family. 

This is a great day. 
In other States, people are going to 

stand around watching what is going 
on on the West Coast and say: Why 
can’t we have what they have in Cali-
fornia? Why can’t we have what they 
have in Washington? And the answer 
is: Look to your political leadership. 
Look to your Members of Congress who 
said: No, we don’t want to put a plan 
in. We don’t want a plan. They’ll say: 
Yes, we want to repeal and replace, but 
they never once put a ‘‘replace’’ on the 
table. 

I sit on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, where Medicare and the Afford-
able Care Act came from. The Repub-
licans have been in control ever since 
it passed in 2009. They have never put a 
plan on the table to repeal and replace. 

They do not care about people who do 
not have health insurance. It is very 
clear. The Governors across this coun-
try who refuse to take the Congress’s 
generous offer of full funding for Med-
icaid are simply saying: We don’t care 
about the poor people in our State. We 
are not going to provide health care for 
them. Even if the Federal Government 
will pay the whole thing, they say: No, 
they can’t have it. 

The people of those States are going 
to have to look, Mr. Speaker, at their 
leadership and say: What are you 
doing? Do you not understand what it 
is to be a human being in this society 
without health insurance and wait and 
wait and wait until whatever it is 
that’s bothering you is so bad that you 
have to go to the emergency room? 

The reason some people have good 
health care in this country is because 
they have health insurance and they 
can have preventive care. They can 
have mammograms, colonoscopies, 
blood pleasure checks, sugar checks, 
and all kinds of things that people who 
do not have health insurance don’t 
have access to because they can’t af-
ford it. 

Beginning today, anybody in this 
country can have their blood pressure 
checked and their blood sugar checked 
to see if they have high blood pressure 
or diabetes. They will be able to begin 
the process of having much better 
health care and not have to worry 
about what happens to their family. 

I talked to Bill Frist, who was the 
Republican leader of the Senate, for 
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